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Security
bill sails
through
unopposed

® Pravit Rojanaphruk
The Nation

THE CONTROVERSIAL Internal
Security Bill was overwhelm-
ingly endorsed by the National
Legislative Assembly yest
day with no lawmaker oppos
ing it during two hours of
deliberation
ieassembly voled 105-8 in
favour, with two abstentions.

More than 20 other bills
were passed by overwhelming

sometimes even unanimous
- approval, including those on
public debt, non-formal edu-
cation, the Bank of Thailand
and theestablishment of asso-
ciations and foundations.

Protesters abandoned any
hope of preventing the assem-
bly, which they regard as ille-
gitimate, from passing the
security bill and left just min-
utes before its second reading
at 6pm

The; to gather
10,000 signatures to start a
constitutional motion to
repeal the law.

“Please carry out the [ secu-
rity] work with utmost care.
Please always remember that
there are people who are
apprehensive that the law will
be abused,” urged NLA mem-
ber Viriya Namsiripong sec-
onds after the bill was passed

Chotechuang Chutinatorn,
oneorNE 300 or S0 protest-
ers, said Thailand now had its
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DEMONSTRATORS DEMANDING the National Legislative Assembly st

Parliament for the final time y

own notorious “Gestapo” that
could curb people’s rights such
as freedom of movement and
the right to use electronic
devices like the Internet
He handed out bundles of
attacking the bill, but to

“Its like giving a blank

erday.

cheque to officials,” he said.

Protesters vowed to contin-
ue Lo oppose the bill

At its heart is Article 17,
which grants the Internal
Security Operations Com-
mand (Isoc) - headed by the
prime minister as director
with the Army chief as deputy
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head - the authority to order

curfews, restrict citizens' free-
dom of movement and access
to and use of any electronic
equipment, place anyone
under house arrest, stop vehi-
cles and close down roads or
transportation routes, and
order any government official
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lice officers in front of the

to carry out or stop carrying
out any duty.

Isoe will have regional and
provincial branches and its
upper echelons are filled most-
ly by generals and senior
bureaucrats.
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