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he controversial Internal

Security Bill was over-

whelmingly endorsed by

the National Legislative
Assembly on December 20 with
no lawmaker opposing it during
two hours of deliberation.

The assembly voted 105-8
in favor, with two abstentions.

Chotechuang Chutinatorn,
one of the 200 or so protesters
outside the parliament while the
NLA was in session, said Thai-
land now had its own “Gestapo”
that could curb people’s rights,
such as freedom of movement
and the right to use electronic
devices and access the Internet

The protesters have vowed
to gather 10,000 signatures to
start a constitutional motion to
repeal the law.

At its heart is Article 17,
which grants the Internal Secu-
rity Operations Command
(ISOC) the authority to order
curfews, restrict citizens’ free-
dom of movement and access to
and use of any electronic equip-
ment, place anyone under house
arrest, stop vehicles and close
down roads or transportation
routes, and order any govern-
ment official to carry out or stop
carrying out any duty.

ISOC, headed by the prime
minister with the Army chief as
his deputy, will have regional and
provincial branches. Its upper
echelons are filled mostly by gen-
erals and senior bureaucrats.

Wildlife corridors planned. The
govemment plans to expand wild-
life forest areas for the animals
in them by using corridors to con-
nect 19 protected forests.
Samart Sumanochitraporn,
director of the National Parks,
Wildlife and Plant Conservation
Department’s Wildlife Conserva-
tion Office, said the intention is
to boost the size of wildlife habi-
tats by joining adjacent forests
with a safe way for the wild ani-
mals to come and go between the
arcas by building tunnels for them,
5o they can go under the roads
rather than across them.
Officials are now surveying
animals’ movements in order to
place the tunnels in appropriate
locations, he said.
Director-General Chalerm-
sak Wanichsombat told a press

Loss of freedom feared as
security bill
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RICE DELIVERY: Fortunately, no deaths or injuries were reported wllal a trailer filled with 29 tons of

from the truck that was

‘home in Nakhon Ratchasima.
Truck-driver

sails through

gram rock thrown at her by two
young men on a motorbike after
an abusive exchange in Kam-
phaeng Phet.

In October 2004, Thai co-
median “Jo Mokjol as killed
in a stone attack on the Asia
Highway in Ayudhaya’s Bang
Pa-in district by a group of young-
sters during an attempted rob-

Two visas in one. Thailand and
Cambodia will sign a single visa
agreement that will enable visi-
tors to use only one visa for both
countries, the Foreign Ministry
has announced.

Foreign Minister Nitya
Pibulsonggram was expected to
sign the agreement with his Cam-
bodian counterpart Hor Namhong
during an official visit to Phnom
Penh recently.

The pact is a pilot project
under the Aycyuw'kdy Chao
Ph

and crashed into this
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conference on December 19 that
the department also plans to raise
wild animals for profit by build-
ing tree-houses, from which tour-
ists will be able to pay to observe
animals in the wild.

Clean cafes. In a bid to curtail
alcohol sales and other vices at
Internet cafes, authorities are
encouraging entrepreneurs to join
their “safe and constructive
Internet cafes” project.

The project requires partici-
pating Internet cafes to strictly
ban access to pornographic or ii-
legal websites, ban smoking and
the drinking of alcohol, and not
allow anyone younger than 18
years old to stay after 10 pm.

Social Development and
Human Security Minister Paiboon
Wattanasiritham said that cafes

joining the project would receive
benefits that include low-cost
software.

The project was launched
by the Ministry of Social Devel-
opment and Human Security,
Culture Ministry, Interior Minis-
try, Education Ministry and Royal
Thai Police.

The government already
prohibits youths aged under 13
years old from staying in Internet
cafes after 10 pm, but many have
flouted this law, K. Paiboon said.

Some cafes sell alcohol and
cigarettes to minors, he added.

Kwanmuang instructed 88 police
stations across the city to be vigi-
lant in the search for stone
throwers and said such criminals
should be dealt with strictly.

Several rock-throwing inci-
dents have been reported recently
in central Thailand, some of
which have resulted in deaths.

A truck driver is under the
care of HM The Queen after he
was blinded in a stone-throwing
attack in Ayudhaya in October
while driving his six-wheeled

Earlier this month, a cafe
singer was killed by a 1.5-kilo-

Stoned cars. | gareport

that a car waiting at an intersec-
tion in the capital had stones
thrown at it on December 19,
Bankok Metropolitan Police
Chief Pol Lt Gen Assawin

Ring in the New Year

in style...

el 10 the soaihing sounds of e woves

Thank you for Weng s in.
Wo look forward & being of yous service throwughout 2008
Hixppry New Yeart

Best wishes from K Wallee & all of us al Kan Eang#puer

Enjoy five music from bomgaok.

Calsbrate with lWewarks on e piec

Lacated af e pier of Chakomg Bay
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Coop-
eration Su—mcgy (A(MFCS)

Set up since 2003,
ACMECS is a joint development
scheme that includes Cambodia,
Laos, Thailand and Vietnam.

Under the slogan of “four
countries, one destination”, the
Single Visa pact is aimed at fa-
cilitating tourism in the region.

Foreign ministers of the
four countries in August 2005
agreed to allow Thailand and
Cambodia to implement the
scheme first, the remaining mem-
bers joining later if the scheme
proves successful
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